
2024 Fair & Show 
Entry Training
MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE –
ANIMAL HEALTH 



Objectives
1. Understand the MDA AH Fair and Show Requirements. 

2. Understand what to look for on CVIs, Coggins, Self-Certifications, and other official 
documents. 

3. Recognize signs of contagious and infectious diseases of concern in show animals. 

4. Develop a thorough and efficient fair check-in procedure. 

5. Recognize when an animal or exhibitor should be rejected and know the best practices for 
rejection. 

6. Know which MDA AH forms are required for fairs and shows and how to use them. 



Fair and Show 
Requirements



POULTRY
IDENTIFICATION = Numbered Leg or Wing Band 

PAPERWORK = Poultry Exhibitor Self 
Certification; Official testing documents (Avian 
Influenza & Salmonella Pullorum Typhoid) with 
poultry premise number included

TESTING:
1. Avian Influenza (AI) –
◦ Maryland – 15 birds (or whole flock if < 15 birds) 

within 30 days 
◦ Out of State – 30 birds (whole flock if < 30 birds) 

within 21 days 
◦ OR come from NPIP U.S. H5/H7 Avian Influenza 

Clean Flock 
*excludes pigeons and doves*

2. Salmonella Pullorum Typhoid (PT) –
◦ test negative within 90 days of event or come 

from NPIP U.S. Pullorum-Typhoid Clean Flock
*excludes doves, pigeons, wild birds, waterfowl*



CATTLE
IDENTIFICATION = Official RFID 840 Tag 

PAPERWORK = 
◦ CVI (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection)
◦ Livestock Exhibitor Self-Certification

TESTING:
• Maryland cattle = None 
• If coming from a Non-Bovine Brucellosis Class-

Free State, Region, or Zone = under 24 months 
old and brucellosis vaccinated OR test negative 
within 30 days of entry 

• If coming from a Modified Accredited Advanced 
(or lower) Tuberculosis Free Area or State = over 
6 months of age must be tested negative within 
60 days or complete herd test in last 12 months

VACCINATION:
• Bovine Respiratory Disease Complex vaccine 

REQUIRED for Maryland cattle 
• Leptosporosis vaccine recommended 



SWINE
IDENTIFICATION = Official RFID 840 Tag
PAPERWORK =
• CVI (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection)
• Livestock Exhibitor Self-Certification

TESTING:
• Maryland swine = NONE
• Out-of-state swine = 

• Brucellosis – > 6 months of age, negative test within 
30 days of entry or originate directly from a 
validated Brucellosis-free herd or state (barrows 
exempt)

• Pseudorabies - > 6 months of age, negative test 
within 30 days of entry or originate directly from a 
Qualified Pseudorabies Negative herd or Stage 4 or 5 
Pseudorabies Free State 

VACCINATION:
• Leptosporosis vaccination recommended



SHEEP
IDENTIFICATION=
• USDA Scrapie Tag
• Registration tattoo with breed registration 

papers
• Microchip (with reader)
• Official RFID Tag 

PAPERWORK=
• CVI (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection) 
• Livestock Exhibitor Self-Certification

TESTING=
• None

Image 2. Sheep Tattoo 

Image 1. Sheep Registration Form



GOATS
IDENTIFICATION=
• USDA Scrapie Tag
• Registration tattoo with breed registration papers
• Microchip (with reader)
• Official 840 RFID Tag

PAPERWORK=
• CVI (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection
• Livestock Exhibitor Self-Certification 

TESTING=
• Maryland = NONE
• If coming from a Modified Accredited Advanced (or 

lower) Tuberculosis Free Area or State = over 6 
months of age must be tested negative within 60 days 
or complete herd test in last 12 months

Image 3. Goat Tattoo 

Image 4. Goat Registration Form 



CAMELIDS
IDENTIFICATION=
• Official ID (metal ear tag)
• Microchip (with reader) 

PAPERWORK=
• CVI (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection 
• Livestock Exhibitor Self-Certification

TESTING=
• Maryland = None
• If coming from a Modified Accredited 

Advanced (or lower) Tuberculosis Free Area 
or State = over 6 months of age must be 
tested negative within 60 days or complete 
herd test in last 12 months

Image 5. Metal Ear Tag

• Official = will have US 
seal



RABBITS
IDENTIFICATION=
• Tag 
• Tattoo 
• Microchip (with reader)

PAPERWORK =
• Rabbit Exhibitor Self-Certification 

• *NO CVI REQUIRED*

Image 6. Rabbit Tattoo



EQUINE
IDENTIFICATION 
• Coggins with drawing or photo
• Tattoo or brand with breed registration papers
• Microchip

PAPERWORK 
• CVI (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection) – out of state only
• Equine Exhibitor Self-Certification Form – if other livestock at 

event
• Coggins (see below)

TESTING
• Equine Infectious Anemia (Coggins Test) – all equine 9 months of 

age and older, must be tested negative within the last 12 months

Image 8 . Coggins Example 2

Image 7. Coggins Example 1



Paperwork Inspection



Types of Paperwork 
1. CVI (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection) 
◦ In state = 120 days 
◦ Out of state = 30 days 

2. Self-Certification Forms 
◦ Signed within 24 hours for each fair/show

3. Coggins/Equine Infectious Anemia Test Form 
◦ Within 1 year 

4. Breed registration papers 
◦ Vary greatly by breed – check ID and animal description 



XXXXXXX



Only one species 
per paper

Only one box is checked 
CVI’s from other states look 
different but contain the same 
information

Should put the first show 
they are going to – show 
name DOES NOT have to 
match the current show as 
long as within 120 days



Additional ID 
goes here, 
helpful if loses ID

The required ID 
goes here

This should be as 
complete as possible

Testing and vaccination info goes here or any 
additional information from vet



Make sure it is signed and the vet information is complete 

Date within 120 days for 
in state and 30 days for 
out of state





Image 9. Goat 
Registration 2

Example breed 
registration paper

Layout varies greatly 
by breed/species but 
all will contain an 
animal description 
and identification 
section











Signs of Contagious & 
Infectious Diseases



Signs of disease:
- Well-demarcated hair loss 

- Growths/lumps/bumps

- Thick nasal discharge (not clear)

- Eye squinting, discharge, cloudiness

- Coughing, difficulty breathing 

- Limping, not bearing weight 

- Manure around tail, perineum, back legs

- Droopy ears, lethargic 



SKIN

Image 11. Bovine Ringworm/

Image 14. Sheep Ringworm 

Image 10. Bovine warts

Image 12. Poultry Lice

Image 15. Rabbit Ear Mites

Image 13. Swine Mites 



HEAD

Image 16. Goat Caseous Lymphadenitis

Image 18. Equine Strangles 

Image 20. Equine Nasal Discharge

Image 17. Goat Pinkeye 

Image 19. Sheep Soremouth 

Image 22. Chicken Mycoplasma 

Image 21. Rooster Fowl Pox 



RESPIRATORY

Image 24. Bovine Respiratory 

Image 23. Chicken Respiratory 

Image 26. Swine Respiratory 

Image 25. Sheep Respiratory 



INTESTINAL

Image 28. Goat Diarrhea 

Image 27. Sheep Diarrhea 

Image 29. Swine Diarrhea 

Image 30. Equine Diarrhea 



FEET

Image 31. Foot rot 1 Image 32. Foot rot 2 



Check-in Procedure









Suggestions
• Check at gate/as animals are unloading 

• Look for signs of disease, check tags and paperwork 
• Any issues  stay on trailer and go home 

•Check at weigh in
• Animals are already comingled at this point so this not ideal but it is easier to examine animals fully 

•Have a designated area for quarantining animals (shaded, away from all other animals) 
• To hold animals until someone else can look at them or until they can get transportation off of 

fairgrounds 



Animal/Exhibitor 
Rejection





Tips for rejections
- If you see something that you SUSPECT could be a contagious/infectious disease, consult with 
your other fair inspection committee members, MDA AH, a veterinarian contracted by the fair, or 
whoever else is responsible for decision-making

- MDA AH will provide a contact list for inspectors and veterinarians. Please contact us 
immediately for assistance. We can even look at photos/videas to 

- Record the name and contact information of exhibitor, animal ID and brief description of the 
problem

- If possible, send the animal home immediately. If not, put the animal in a designated quarantine 
zone away from other animals and people until a final decision is made and it can be taken home.

- Have a copy of the fair and show regulations on hand to show the rejection policy if needed.  



Other MDA Documents





MDA AH’s Role 
•Enforce regulations

•Assist with decision-making 

•Serve as a resource 



Image Sources
Image 1. Sheep Registration Form (https://suffolks.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/registration_Page_1-768x593.png)  
Image 2. Sheep Tattoo (https://www.premier1supplies.com/a/how-to-apply-livestock-tattoos)
Image 3. Goat Tattoo (https://bpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/5/6103/files/2020/02/flock-herd-health-mgmt.pdf)
Image 4. Goat Registration Form (https://adga.org/instructions-for-registering-a-dairy-goat/)
Image 5. Metal Ear Tag (https://www.aphis.usda.gov/traceability/downloads/ADT_device_nues.pdf)
Image 6. Rabbit Tattoo (https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/4h-35)
Image 7. Coggins Example 1 (https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/coggins-test-info.htm)
Image 8. Coggins Example 2 (https://extension.psu.edu/what-is-a-coggins-test)
Image 9. Goat Registration 2 (https://goddardfarm.com/)
Image 10. Bovine Warts (https://www.nadis.org.uk/disease-a-z/cattle/lymphatic-and-other-tumours-in-cattle/#Warts) 
Image 11. Bovine Ringworm (https://www.msd-animal-health.ie/species/cattle/ringworm) 
Image 12. Poultry Lice (https://www.rangioravetcentre.co.nz/fah-poultry-lice)
Image 13. Swine Mites (https://showpig.com/forums/viewtopic.php?t=44715)
Image 14. Sheep Ringworm (https://peritumagri.com/stride/mod/page/view.php?id=9982)
Image 15. Rabbit Ear Mites (https://web.as.miami.edu/hare/furloss.html) 
Image 16. Goat Caseous Lymphadenitis (https://salecreek.vet/three-diseases-all-goats-owners-should-be-aware-of-test-for-and-work-to-prevent) 
Image 17. Goat Pinkeye (https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/immunology-and-microbiology/mycoplasma-conjunctivae)
Image 18. Equine Strangles (https://www.veterinary-practice.com/article/strangles)
Image 19. Sheep Soremouth (https://www.merckvetmanual.com/integumentary-system/pox-diseases/contagious-ecthyma-in-sheep-and-goats)
Image 20. Equine Nasal Discharge (https://thehorse.com/159833/the-latest-on-strangles-in-horses/) 
Image 21. Rooster Fowl Pox (https://www.merckvetmanual.com/poultry/fowlpox/fowlpox-in-chickens-and-turkeys) 
Image 22. Chicken Mycoplasma (https://www.thepoultrysite.com/publications/diseases-of-poultry/183/mycoplasma) 
Image 23. Chicken Respiratory (https://za.virbac.com/home/every-health-care/pagecontent/every-advices/respiratory-diseases.html)
Image 24. Bovine Respiratory (https://www.merckvetmanual.com/multimedia/image/bovine-respiratory-disease-clinical-signs)
Image 25. Sheep Respiratory (https://www.flockandherd.net.au/sheep/reader/respiratory-tract-diseases-spain.html)
Image 26. Swine Respiratory (https://www.nadis.org.uk/disease-a-z/pigs/respiratory-disease-in-growing-pigs-module/part-1-acute-respiratory-
disease/)
Image 27. Sheep Diarrhea (https://www.nadis.org.uk/disease-a-z/sheep/gastrointestinal-nematode-infestations-in-sheep/)
Image 28. Goat Diarrhea (https://www.sheepandgoat.com/scours)
Image 29. Swine Diarrhea (https://porkgateway.org/resource/bloody-scours-swine-dysentery-recognition-awareness-diagnosis/)
Image 30. Equine Diarrhea (https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Diarrhoea-in-a-foal-infected-with-equine-group-A-rotavirus-photographs-taken-
by-Dr_fig2_350082985)
Image 31. Foot rot 1 (https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/animals-urban/managing-foot-rot-and-scald-in-goats-and-sheep/)
Image 32 Foot rot 2 (https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/As/As-596-footrot.pdf)

https://suffolks.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/registration_Page_1-768x593.png
https://www.premier1supplies.com/a/how-to-apply-livestock-tattoos
https://bpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/5/6103/files/2020/02/flock-herd-health-mgmt.pdf
https://adga.org/instructions-for-registering-a-dairy-goat/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/traceability/downloads/ADT_device_nues.pdf
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/4h-35
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/coggins-test-info.htm
https://extension.psu.edu/what-is-a-coggins-test
https://goddardfarm.com/
https://www.nadis.org.uk/disease-a-z/cattle/lymphatic-and-other-tumours-in-cattle/#Warts
https://www.msd-animal-health.ie/species/cattle/ringworm
https://web.as.miami.edu/hare/furloss.html
https://salecreek.vet/three-diseases-all-goats-owners-should-be-aware-of-test-for-and-work-to-prevent
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/integumentary-system/pox-diseases/contagious-ecthyma-in-sheep-and-goats
https://thehorse.com/159833/the-latest-on-strangles-in-horses/
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/poultry/fowlpox/fowlpox-in-chickens-and-turkeys
https://www.thepoultrysite.com/publications/diseases-of-poultry/183/mycoplasma


Additional Training Resources
https://prepare2respondprogram.org/local/about_yqca.php

https://prepare2respondprogram.org/local/about_yqca.php


Contact Us
•MDA AH Headquarters

• 410-841-5810
• Animalhealth.mda@maryland.gov

•Frederick Animal Health Lab 
• 301-600-6111
• AHFrederick.mda@maryland.gov

•Salisbury Animal Health Lab
• 410-543-6610
• AHSalisbury.mda@maryland.gov

•Dr. Leanna Koval – Field Veterinarian
• 667-270-2650
• Leanna.koval@maryland.gov

•Dr. Marla Stevens – Field Veterinarian 
• 443-829-9899
• Marla.stevens@maryland.gov

mailto:Animalhealth.mda@maryland.gov
mailto:AHFrederick.mda@maryland.gov
mailto:AHSalisbury.mda@maryland.gov
mailto:Leanna.koval@maryland.gov
mailto:Marla.stevens@maryland.gov


Thank you! 
Questions?
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